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Cadet Corps (NSCC) Cadets can be program, a K-12 naval Science, 
seen presenting the colors, attend Technology, Engineering and 
ing panel discussions, engaging Mathematics (STEM) educational 
with Navy League members and outreach program sponsored by the 
active-duty personnel, and being Office of Naval Research (ONR) 
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On Sept. 10, 1962, Congress adult volunteers were trained to 

passed Public Law 87-655, official
ly chartering the NSCC as a nonprofit civilian youth 
training organization for young people ages 13-17. In 
the five decades since then, more than 150,000 
American youths have participated in the Sea Cadet 
program, with many chOOSing careers in the military. 
In fact, former Sea Cadets make up 11.5 percent of this 
year's incoming Plebe class at the U.S. Naval Academy. 

The goals of the NSCC are to develop an interest 
and ability in basic seamanship and seagoing skills; 
instill in each Cadet the virtues of good citizenship and 
strong moral principles; demonstrat.e the value of an 
alcohol-, drug- and gang-free lifestyle; and present the 
advantages and prestige of a military career. 

The program provides young people with the 
opportunity for personal growth, and to develop self
esteem, confidence and the mental and phYSical skills 
and fortitude needed to be successful in whatever aca
demic and career path they choose. Established under 
the NSCC umbrella, although not part of the federal 
charter, is the Navy League Cadet Corps, a program for 
youths ages 11-13. At the heart of both programs are 
the prinCiples of patriotism, good citizenship, a sense 
of duty and respect for others. 

Sea Cadets, led by dedicated volunteer officers and 
instructors, participate in classroom, practical and 
hands-on activities and training year round. Field trips 
take them to military installations and on cruises on 
Navy and Coast Guard ships and small craft. Summer 
recruit training at boot camps and advanced training 

conduct SeaPerch "builds" from 
kits and implement STEM awareness and appreciation 
programs within their units. Nearly 2,000 Cadets have 
partiCipated nationwide. 

STEM education and awareness is so important to the 
future of our military. The ONR coordinates STEM ini
tiatives across the Navy as the sea service aims "to culti
vate a new generation of technology-savvy workers to 
replenish the naval science and engineering corps." 

,Because future strength of our sea services is built 
on the education our young people get today, the Navy 
League applied for, and on Feb. 1 was awarded, a grant 
from ONR to partner with the SeaPerch program to 
fund and provide individual SeaPerch kits, Teacher 
Tool Kits and training to Navy League-supported and 
sponsored students. 

This is an excellent opportunity for Navy League mem
bers to engage with the educators and students in your 
communities through this exciting program. For more 
information on how you can get involved, contact Ryan 
Donaldson or Mike Carter (rdonaldson®navyleague.org 
or mcarter®navyleague.org). 

Happy 50th anniversary, Naval Sea Cadet Corps. 

Every lvlember Get a Member ... Involved! 




